LIVE STREAMED SERVICE FROM ALTRINCHAM METHODIST CHURCH
10.30AM MOTHERING SUNDAY 22 MARCH 2020

Welcome
Call to worship
Morning has broken
Prayer
Will your anchor hold
Prayers and the Lord’s prayer
Children’s talk and prayer with soil bottle
My lighthouse
Bible reading

John 9:1-41

Reflection
And can it be
Be still for the presence of the Lord
Reading

Psalm 23

Reflection
The Lord’s my shepherd – Townend
Prayer
Amazing grace
Prayers of intercession
Love divine all loves excelling
Blessing
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love!

Hymn Morning has broken
Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird
Praise for the singing
Praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the world

Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear,
When the breakers roar and the reef is near?
While the surges rave, and the wild winds
blow,
Shall the angry waves then your barque
o'erflow?

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven
Like the first dew fall on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where his feet pass

Will your anchor hold in the floods of death,
When the waters cold chill your latest breath?
On the rising tide you can never fail,
While your anchor holds within the veil:

Mine is the sunlight
Mine is the morning
Born of the one light Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day

Will your eyes behold through the morning
light
The city of gold and the harbour bright?
Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore,
When life's storms are past for evermore?

A Prayer of approach
Gracious God, You see each one of us,
And You know us intimately.
You see the things in our lives that are open
to all;
You see the things that we keep to ourselves.
You know how woefully blind we can be
To Your call upon our lives, and Your purposes
for us.
Open our eyes to all that You have done for us
in Jesus,
So that at the end of this service,
Our faith may be strengthened, our vision
cleared
And our discipleship renewed.
We ask this in the Name of the One who
made the blind see,
And called ordinary men and women to follow
Him;
Even Jesus Christ Our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven
Give us today our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil
For Thine is the kingdom
The power and the glory
For ever and ever
Amen
Song My Lighthouse
In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Hymn Will your anchor hold
Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables
strain,
Will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

In the silence, You won't let go
In the questions, Your truth will hold
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
Shining in the darkness. I will follow You
My lighthouse, my lighthouse

We have an anchor that keeps the soul
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
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I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-ohoh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore

In vain the first-born seraph tries
To sound the depths of love divine.
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
Let angel minds enquire no more.
He left His Father's throne above So free, so infinite His grace Emptied himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam's helpless race.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me!

I won't fear what tomorrow brings
With each morning I'll rise and sing
My God's love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-ohoh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray I woke, the dungeon flamed with light,
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ, my own.

Fire before us, You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
Fire before us, You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
Fire before us, You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
Fire before us, You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms

An Offering
Hymn Be still for the presence of the Lord
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy
One is here;
Come bow before Him now with reverence
and fear.
In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy
ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy
One is here.

My lighthouse, my lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-ohoh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore
Reading John 9:1-41

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all
around;
He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is
crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of
light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all
around.

Hymn And can it be
And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour's blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst
die for me?

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in
this place;
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His
grace.

'Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies!
Who can explore His strange design?
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No work too hard for Him, in faith receive
from Him;
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in
this place.

Surely God's goodness and unfailing love will
always be with His people,
And they will live in the house of the Lord
forever.
Amen

Reading Psalm 23
Hymn Amazing Grace
Amazing grace
How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I'm found
Was blind, but now I see
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

Hymn The Lord’s my Shepherd I’ll not want
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.
And I will trust in You alone.
And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

My chains are gone
I've been set free
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love, Amazing grace

He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on His pure delights.

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know.

The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God, Who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine

A Prayer of Praise
The LORD is our shepherd;
He provides all that we need.
He provides rest for His people in green
meadows;
He leads them beside peaceful streams.
He helps them to become strong again,
And guides them along right paths,
Bringing honour to his name.
The LORD is our shepherd;
He provides all that we need.
Even in dark and scary places,
Those who trust God don't need to be afraid,
Because He is close beside them.
He protects and comforts them.
The LORD is our shepherd;
He provides all that we need.
You prepare a feast for those who love You
In the presence of their enemies.
You welcome them as honoured guests.
Your blessings pour out over them.

Prayers of Intercession
Light of the world,
we pray for those who suffer prejudice
because of any kind of disability
– physical, emotional, social or mental:
help us to recognise our prejudices
and to treat all people equally.
Open our eyes that we might see.
We pray for all who work for a fairer and
more just society,
where all can be free to live,
no matter what their circumstances.
Open our eyes that we might see.
We pray for all who walk in darkness,
with no light and little hope:
may they know the joy that only you can
bring.
Open our eyes that we might see.
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Heal those who mourn, suffering loss and
sadness;
those who are alone, rejected by family and
friends;
those who are outcasts in our society.
Lord, show us how to be instruments of your
healing.
Open our eyes that we might see.
Amen.
Hymn Love divine
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love
Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.
Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above;
Pray, and praise Thee,
without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.
Finish then Thy new creation:
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before
Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!
Blessing

4

Additional activities
Do: Muddy reflection
Use mud to listen again to the story
You will need: a small quantity of soil, water, wipes.





Put a small amount of soil into the palm of each child’s hand. Add a few
drops of water and ask them to use a finger of the other hand to mix it into
a paste.
Invite everyone to gently spread the mud across their hand as they listen to
the story again.
Ask the children first what it feels like to have the mud on their hand. Then
discuss how the man who was healed might have felt at several points
during the story.
Pray: Shake and settle
Understand how we need God to help us see things more clearly
You will need: a large plastic bottle with lid, soil, parcel tape.







Prepare the bottle with approximately 3cm of soil in the base. Fill it with
water, leaving around 3cm space beneath the lid. Fix the lid to the bottle
and use parcel tape to seal it.
Show the children the bottle and invite them to think of someone they
would like God to heal. Shake the bottle and keep silence as the contents
settle.
Ask the children to suggest other ideas for people or situations we do not
see clearly, and repeat the action of shaking the bottle and watching the
soil settle as you reflect and pray.

Name
John 9.1-41
Jesus heals a man who was born
without sight.

Family time
Talk What things or people do we find
it hard to notice and see?
Do Keep your eyes open this week,
to see if you can notice someone you
would usually miss or overlook. Plan a
time to share how you get on later in the
week.
Pray Gracious God, open our eyes to
notice. Open our hands to bless. Open
our minds to understand. Open our
hearts to love as Jesus loves. Amen.

Activity time
Draw

T

F

F

F

Children’s Sheet

22-28 March 2020

Siloam

eyes

man

see

mud

Use these words to fill in the gaps
to reveal what happened.

spread

born

could _ _ _.

of _ _ _ _ _ _ and then he

man _ _ _ _ _ _ at the pool

it on the man’s _ _ _ _. The

some _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _ _

been _ _ _ _ blind. He took

Jesus saw a _ _ _ who had

washed

love
Jesus
pray
glory
peace
grace
pray
love
love
pray
grace
peace
glory
love
glory
peace
Write
peace
glory
pray
Jesus
love
grace
grace
pray
grace
grace
love
grace
peace
peace

The man saw things for the first time. Draw a
colourful picture of what he might have seen
when he opened his eyes, e.g. the pool, the crowd.

The man lost his sight in an accident

T

F

Are these statements true or false? Circle the letter T
(for true) or F (for false) to show what you think.

Jesus used mud to heal him

T

F

Puzzle

The Pharisees were pleased the man could see T

The man thought Jesus was a prophet

T

All this happened on the sabbath
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Name

Colouring Sheet

Colouring time
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Jesus heals the blind man.
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